
George Chapter of ATSSA 

Meeting May 20, 2011 

 

Event Held at GDOT Materials & Research Auditorium, Forest Park GA 

Staff Liaison:  Dan Williams 

Minutes prepared by:  Pam Kellett 

 

After determination of a quorum, the chapter meeting was called to order by Chapter President, 
Steve Hayes at 10:05. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Charles Clendenen,  GA Chapter Treasure introduced Todd Long.  Todd is the Director of 
Planning for GDOT.  Todd spoke earlier in the agenda than originally planned because he was 
headed to a meeting with the Colorado DOT about their Sales Tax Referendum.  Todd explained 
how there is less money in the Highway Trust Fund than in recent years.  The fuel taxes for GA 
and the Feds is a flat rate per gallon of gasoline.  These days’ cars are getting greater gas mileage 
so therefore there is less money coming in from the sales of gasoline.   

In the future, GDOT is planning a 25% cut in their expenditures on road construction.  All extra 
monies will come from the Regional SPLOST’s.  The Georgia voters will determine if they want a 
SPLOST sales tax in their region.  In this process, Regional Roundtables will meet to decide on 
projects.  These projects will then be voted on by the citizens of that region.   

If a region does not pass the SPLOST, the Georgia LMEG program can help on regional projects.  
However, the amount will be prorated by regional behavior.  i.e. if the region’s roundtable does 
not bring this matter to a vote, the region’s benefit will be cut by 50%.   

He went further to explain that Georgia’s expenditure is the 2nd lowest per captia on road 
construction.  

 

Approval of Minutes and Treasurer’s Report 

  Steve Hayes pointed out that the last meeting’s minutes were on the ATSSA website.  A motion 
was made by Ken Jones to approve the minutes from the last meeting and was seconded.  Steve 
Hayes approved the minutes as written.   

Charles Clendenen reported a balance of $8133.00 in our account. 

 

 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS Cont’d: 

Jeannie Powell, of Crown Technology, gave a report on the Poster Contest.  She thanked the 
sponsors 3M, Bo Phillips, Crown Technology, Custom Products, PBS Rentals and Safety Signals 
for the contributions they had made to the contest.  Rick Parham with GDOT also helped with 
the project. Jeannie reported that the posters were featured on the 11 Alive Commuter Dude 
segments and were also in all Welcome Centers.  She said that the credit card issue that 
happened last year has been cleared up and requested 12 trinkets from companies to distribute 
to the coming year’s poster contest winners.   

 

Dan Williams from National ATSSA assisted in the Chapter Election for President – Elect.  He 
explained that there could only be one vote per company.  Ballots were passed out for voting 
between Herman Brown and Dave Evans. 

 

John “Commuter Dude” Gerard of 11 Alive News Atlanta reported that his program had featured 
the poster contest winners.  He wore a “safety shirt” to the meeting donated to him by 3M.  He 
spoke of the deterioration of roads since he was a youth and asked our opinions on the state of 
Atlanta’s roads.  He said that his viewers call everyday with safety issues on the road and that 
when he contacts GDOT about issues that they are always very helpful.  Charles with 3M asked 
John is he could help educate the public on the SPLOST issue.  John replied that he will be 
doing some education pieces on his segment but that he could not voice his opinion on the 
broadcast. 

 

Greg Morris, Safety & ITSS Traffic Manager with the GA division of FHWA spoke to us about the 
2009 MUTCD.  He stated that new in this issue are “New Provisions for toll and managed 
lanes”.  Greg also stated that MUTCD applies to private as well as public roads.  He said the 
2009 MUTCD is allowing for traffic control devices to be used for their entire service life.  There 
are also new guidelines for signing, traffic signals, temporary traffic control, work zone safety, 
school zones and ITS devices. 

 

Amy Turner from Senator Johnny Isakson’s Atlanta field office spoke to us about the timeline 
for retro reflectivity requirements and the size of lettering.  The GA Bill 88 will be effective    
July 1, 2011 concerning child safety seats.  A child must be in a safety seat unless the child is 40 
lbs or 4’9” tall.  Amy encourages everyone to sign up for Sen. Isakson’s e-newsletter.   

 

 

 

 

 



Dan Williams gave an update on issues from National ATSSA.  He is our new liaison and has 
only been with ATSSA a few weeks.  He said that a lot of chapters’ bylaws are being redone 
because each chapter seemed to have different rules.  National ATSSA is trying to streamline 
these bylaws.  He said that GA’s Poster Contest was certainly a leader among the chapters. Dan 
spoke about ATSSA training.  He said that in the last 4 years ATSSA had conducted 1,523 
training courses.  The Training Staff is also available to help states develop specific courses.  The 
ATSSA Government Relations Staff is focusing on freshman committee members in Congress to 
educate them about the country’s Transportation needs. Dan asked that each company take the 
“Toward Zero Deaths” pledge.  He asked people to e-mail him about why we come to chapter 
meetings and asked for ideas for recruiting new members.   

 

The next meeting will be sometime in September and it will be a golf outing.  Information will be 
e-mailed to members. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12 Noon and the members enjoyed a lunch provided by 3M.   

 


